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Depot’s last 500-pound bomb destroyed

Umatilla Chemical Depot, Hermiston, Ore. — The Umatilla Chemical Agent
Disposal Facility reached another milestone when it completed the destruction of the
Umatilla Chemical Depot’s supply of 500-pound MK94 bombs containing GB (Sarin)
chemical agent last Thursday, May 18.

Although the MK94 stockpile at Umatilla totaled just 27 bombs, its destruction
was particularly significant because it represented the end of the entire U.S. stockpile of
that munition. The bombs had previously been stored at Umatilla and on Johnston Atoll,
about 825 miles southwest of Hawaii. The Johnson Atoll Chemical Agent Disposal
System (JACADS) completed its mission in 2003 and the facility was dismantled.

UMCDF began its MK94 campaign on May 15, when it punched and drained two
bombs. It completed the campaign Friday, May 19, when the last five bombs were
processed through the Metal Parts Furnace. The total of 27 bombs included two
“overpack” bombs that had been identified as “leakers” earlier and been placed in
overpack cases to prevent any agent from escaping. The overpacks were handled
manually by the same overpack team that processed 116 overpack GB (Sarin) M55
rockets earlier this month.

UMCDF expects to resume processing GB (Sarin) 750-pound MC1 bombs soon

and expects to finish that campaign next month. About 550 remain to be destroyed.
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The U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency (CMA) is a dedicated team whose expertise and oversight
sets the standards of excellence and leadership in safely storing the nation's aging chemical weapons
and developing programs aimed at effectively recovering, treating and ultimately eliminating the nation's
chemical warfare materiel. CMA personnel also enhance national security by providing specialized
products and capabilities to our nation's Warfighters, and homeland defense and response capabilities.
CMA encourages public participation and is committed to worker and public safety, and environmental
stewardship. For more information about CMA and its programs, visit www.cma.army.mil.
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