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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 2, 2007
Time: 10 a.m.
Depot change of command set for July 12
Umatilla Chemical Depot, Hermiston, Ore. – Lt. Col. Bob Stein will assume command of the Umatilla Chemical Depot from Lt. Col. Donna Rutten in a July 12 change of command ceremony. The ceremony begins at 10 a.m. at the depot.
Only invited guests, depot employees and media representatives will be authorized to attend since the depot has maintained heightened security since Sept. 11, 2001.
Stein will be the 34th commander in the depot’s 65-year history. As commander, he will be responsible for the safe and secure storage and disposal of the depot’s chemical weapons.
Dale Ormond, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Elimination of Chemical Weapons and Acting Director of the Chemical Materials Agency, will participate in the change of command ceremony.

Rutten’s next duty station is with U.S. Northern Command in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Stein, 41, was born in Pittsburgh, Pa. He graduated from Washington and Jefferson College in Washington, Pa., in 1988 and was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps. 

He attended the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., and received a Masters of Military Arts and Science degree. He was later assigned as Battalion Executive and Operations Officer, Technical Escort Unit, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., from 2002-2005. He was assigned to the Republic of Korea from 2005-2007 as the U.S. Forces Korea/Combined Forces Combined Chemical Officer.

During 2003, he led the first Chemical and Biological Disablement team of 14 military and civilians to support Operation Iraqi Freedom.
more
His previous assignments include: Battalion Chemical Officer and Headquarters Battery Executive Officer, 2nd Battalion, 77th Field Artillery Regiment, Augsburg, 
Germany; Battalion Chemical Officer for the 4th Battalion, 229th Attack Helicopter 
Regiment, Operation Desert Shield/Operation Desert Storm; Operations Officer, 34th General Hospital, Augsburg, Germany; Chief, Reconnaissance Branch, U.S. Army Chemical School in charge of the Nuclear, Biological and Chemical Reconnaissance Course; Commander, Bravo Company, 82d Chemical Battalion, Fort McClellan, Ala.; Program Management Officer, Personnel Proponency, U.S. Army Chemical School; 101st Aviation Brigade Chemical Officer and Brigade Logistics Officer, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Ky.; and Assistant Professor of Military Science at the University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio.  

His awards, decorations and badges include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (four oak leaf clusters), Army Commendation Medal (two oak leaf clusters), Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal with three Bronze Service Stars, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Saudi Arabian-Kuwaiti Liberation Medal, Kuwaiti-Kuwaiti Liberation Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal, Valorous Unit Award, Parachutist Badge, and Air Assault badge.

Stein enjoys golf and coaching youth basketball and baseball. He and his wife, Cindy, have a son, Sean, 14, and a daughter, Megan, 5.
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MEDIA ADVISORY

The July 12 Umatilla Chemical Depot change of command ceremony is open to media but will not be open to the general public. Since 9/11, the depot has maintained heightened security; therefore, only invited guests, depot employees and media representatives will be authorized to attend. 

Media representatives should plan to arrive by 9:15 a.m. at the depot’s front gate located at Exit 177 of I-84, just west of Hermiston, Ore. Media will park in the front gate parking lot just inside the gate and be transported with their equipment to the ceremony. Guests should be seated at the ceremony and media in position by 9:45 a.m. If you plan to attend as a member of media, please contact the depot Public Affairs Office at (541) 564-5312/5418 by 5 p.m. Tuesday, July 10, with the exact name spelling on your picture ID, and your ID number. (A valid driver’s license will work.) You must bring the same picture ID with you to this event. You must check in and check out at the front gate.
For more information contact:


Public Affairs Office


Bruce Henrickson or Jim Hackett


(541) 564-5312 or 564-5418 





LIEUTENANT COLONEL ROBERT T. STEIN


Incoming Commander, Umatilla Chemical Depot





�
�











Lieutenant Colonel Robert T. Stein graduated from Washington and Jefferson College, Pittsburgh, Penn., in 1988, and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Chemical Corps. 





He attended the Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and received a Masters of Military Arts and Science degree. He was later assigned as Battalion Executive and Operations Officer, Technical Escort Unit (TEU), Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., from 2002-2005. He was assigned to the Republic of Korea from 2005-2007 as the U.S. Forces Korea/Combined Forces Combined Chemical Officer.





 During 2003, he led the first Chemical and Biological Disablement team of 14 military and civilians to support OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF).  








His previous assignments include: Battalion Chemical Officer and Headquarters Battery Executive Officer, 2nd Battalion, 77th Field Artillery Regiment, Augsburg, Germany; Battalion Chemical Officer for the 4th Battalion, 229th Attack Helicopter Regiment, Operation Desert Shield/Storm; Operations Officer, 34th General Hospital, Augsburg Germany; Chief, Reconnaissance Branch, U.S. Army Chemical School in charge of the L5 Reconnaissance Course; Commander, Bravo Company, 82d Chemical Battalion, Fort McClellan, Ala.;  Program Management Officer, Personnel Proponency; U.S. Army Chemical School; 101st Aviation Brigade Chemical Officer and Brigade Logistics Officer, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), Fort Campbell, Kentucky; and Assistant Professor of Military Science at the University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio.  








His awards, decorations and badges include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (four Oak Leaf Clusters), Army Commendation Medal (two Oak Leaf Clusters), Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal with three Bronze Service Stars, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Saudi Arabian-Kuwaiti Liberation Medal, Kuwaiti-Kuwaiti Liberation Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal, Valorous Unit Award, Parachutist Badge, and Air Assault badge.





He and his wife, Cindy, have a son, Sean, 14, and a daughter, Megan, 5.
















