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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 8, 2007
9:30 a.m.
Last GB chemical munitions 

in Oregon stockpile destroyed
UMATILLA CHEMICAL DEPOT, Hermiston, Ore. – The Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility (UMCDF) today destroyed the last GB (sarin-filled) chemical munitions stored at the Umatilla Chemical Depot. The last 155mm diameter GB artillery projectile was destroyed at 7:56 a.m. this morning, marking the official end of the campaign.
“This community, Oregon, Washington and the world are safer because the last GB munition is gone,” said Don Barclay, site project manager for the Army. “Our storage and disposal workers were consistently safe and highly professional throughout this long campaign.”
“This is great news,” said Lt. Col. Donna Rutten, depot commander. “It’s great news for the depot and great news for the community that GB munitions are gone.”
The GB agent disposal campaign included destroying more than 155,000 munitions and about 1,010 tons of agent. It began in September of 2004. It is the first of three major agent disposal campaigns. Munitions containing VX nerve agent and mustard blister agent remain stored at the depot. 

“The most important accomplishment is that we destroyed the GB munitions safely and in an environmentally responsible manner,” said Doug Hamrick, project general manager for Washington Group International, which built and operates the plant for the Army. “Our workers have now turned their attention to doing the same safe and compliant job during the VX campaign.”
- more -
The work force will now spend several months changing over to prepare for M55 VX rockets disposal. During this changeover period, workers will also receive refresher training on dealing with VX agent. After all changeover activities are completed, the facility will begin a slow and deliberate start-up of the VX rockets campaign. That start-up is expected to begin late this year.
A total of 47,406 155mm GB artillery projectiles were processed through the Metal Parts Furnace in the final phase of the GB campaign. Other GB munitions destroyed since processing began in 2004 included M55 rockets, 8-inch projectiles, GB ton containers, and 500- and 750-pound bombs. Aging GB munitions were also more prone to leaking than other types of chemical munitions, and that threat is now eliminated.
The Umatilla Chemical Agent Disposal Facility operates under environmental permits issued by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. It is one of five U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency (CMA) sites currently disposing of stockpiled chemical munitions using incineration and neutralization technology. The other CMA disposal plants are in Alabama, Arkansas, Indiana and Utah. 
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